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for the first time in 1935. Tne organ in the Court Church at Innsbruck
was a present from Pope Julius III. The organ of Notre Darne in Paris,
built in 1750, has 5,266 pipes and eighty-six stops. One of the largest
organs in the world is that at Passau Cathedral: installed in 1928, it
has 17,000 pipes and 208 stops.
The largest church organ in Great Britain is in Liverpool Cathedral,
with 168 speaking stops and 10,690 pipes. It is operated by electricity
and was built by Willis, who was also responsible for the organ of
St. Paul's Cathedral, London, which has eighty-seven speaking stops
and over 10,000 pipes, some of which weigh a ton. Probably the most
unusual memorial to the fallen heroes of the World War is the organ
built on a rock at Geroldseck, Kufstein, in Northern Tyrol. The pipes
are placed in a round tower and the console or keyboard in a hall over
300 ft. below. It was completed in 1931.
The number of combinations of sounds which it is possible to
produce with the aid of organ-registers is incalculable, so that it is
no wonder that musicians acknowledge the organ to be the " Queen of
Instruments."
STRINGED   INSTRUMENTS   DOWN   THE   AGES
The earliest legends of Ceylon tell of a certain Ravana who invented
the first stringed instrument 5,000 years ago. It is described as a stick,
to one end of which was attached a small cylinder of sycamore wood,
across which ran two strings fastened to both ends of the stick. Apollo
is said to have invented the lyre by stretching strings over a hollow
tortoise shell. The kithara, apparently a development of the lyre, was
a more elaborate instrument, and its playing was mainly confined
to professional musicians.
The Arabs developed the string-instrument in all directions; they
had taken over the whole art of Persian music and possessed fourteen
different kinds of stringed instruments alone. Nevertheless, of this
abundance nothing has been preserved for us but the rehab and the
kemangeh. In Europe, into which Arab culture penetrated deeply, we
have already in the 9th century an illustration of a gigue or giga, and
in 868 the monk Otfried, author of the Harmony of the Gospels, speaks
of a fidula (fiddle). As is seen in a relief in the museum at Rouen,
by the year 1066 the angular rehab of the Arabs had already assumed
the rounded form of the violin. It had three strings and was played
with a bow.
The 'cello was no more " invented " than the violin; both are the
result of slow development. About the year 1560 violins of a wonderful
tone were being made by a native of Bavaria settled in Lyons, and also
at Nuremberg by Diirer's father-in-law, Frey, while in the Italian cities
of Mantua, Cremona and Brescia other masters were at work whose
art was handed down to succeeding generations. With the introduction
of printed music and the music of the Netherlandish school thfcne arose
that band of technically well-equipped composers who ousted the looser